
 

Southeast Asia is 90% (or more) Buddhist or ani-
mist. Trained pastors and leaders are desperate-
ly needed to evangelize the lost and strengthen 
the churches. They have a strong desire to devel-
op youth ministries in the churches. The purpose 
of this mission trip was to provide intense Bibli-
cal training for Lisu church leaders. 

The Thai leader of the Asians for Christ ministry 
organization invited me (Joe) to come and assist 
with the teaching and training of pastors and 
church leaders from the Lisu people group. Most 
of the students who were coming for two 
months of intensive study and training are from 
Myanmar (some still call it Burma). The ad-
vantage for me with this group is that English is 
an official language of Myanmar so the students 
had some level of fluency in English and thus a 
translator was not needed. The total group in-
cluded five individuals of the Lisu tribe from My-
anmar and three from Thailand. Most of them  
are in the first photo above in our classroom 
setting. What you see through the window is the 
ripening rice which they harvested the week 
after we were there. 

I had volunteered to teach the books of 1st and 
2nd Peter. I spent several months in preparation 
for teaching three hours per day but ended up 
teaching three hours in the morning and two in 
the afternoon for a week. If you have ever done 
much teaching, you know that can be a grueling 

schedule. But I found it to be highly enjoyable 
and fulfilling experience. As usual, the best part 
was getting to know these students and hearing 
about their ministries in Myanmar. God is clearly 
at work among the Lisu as well as opening up 
the country of Myanmar to more religious free-
dom. 

The second photo shows the front of the training 
center  built by Pastor Stephen. In addition to 
family living quarters, the facility includes dorm-
like rooms as well as small apartments for ac-
commodating students who come in from 
around southeast Asia. These students come for 
a two month intensive study session and some-
times have family members with them. On the 
reverse side of this you can see some of the 
kitchen/dining facility in several photos. 

The weekend we arrived turned out to be the 
largest national holiday in Thailand—Loy Kra-
thong. (click) In the evening for three days peo-
ple float small boats made from a banana leaf 
with a candle, some incense sticks, and flowers 
on the rivers. These go out with Buddhist pray-
ers for good luck in the year and maybe specific 
prayers for marriage or business. They also send 
up luminaries (photos on back) which are about 
40 inches tall and 24 inches across made of linen 
and with a flame in the opening. We saw hun-
dreds of these, if not thousands, streaming into 
the night sky. Again, they are sent out with pray-
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ers to their gods for good luck in the year. 

In the two photos below you can see the magnitude 
of the luminaries, some of the fireworks, and all those 
orange spots are the ascending luminaries. The city 
was crowded with thousands of people and you could 
see the luminaries streaming into the sky from all 
parts of the city. The fireworks went on all night. I was 
up early in the morning, looked out the window, and 
saw fireworks and ascending luminaries just before 
dawn. They really know how to celebrate—not to 
mention keep me awake. 

Our second day (Sunday) was their traditional Thanks-
giving Day which is primarily a religious holiday. We 
attended a Lisu church in Chiang Mai and were im-
pressed with the offerings of food that were brought. 
I was asked to bring a word of encouragement to the 
congregation along with a senator from Myanmar 
who was visiting that day (and who is Lisu). One of the 
students brought the sermon. The church provided a 
great Thanksgiving meal (It didn’t involve turkey how-
ever. No sweet potatoes or pecan pie either). 

I spent the week with the students studying together 
from the books of 1st and 2nd Peter. Recognizing that 
access to study materials is a challenge if not impossi-
bility for these leaders, we purchased and carried as 
much weight as we could in books. Each student was 
provided with a commentary on each epistle along 

with a study guide that might be used for a Bible class 
and with a guide to inductive Bible study focusing on 
the Peter epistles. Providing these turned out to be a 
great decision as they were very much appreciated 
and treasured. A special thanks to those who contrib-
uted toward the purchase of the books. 

The high point of the week was probably reached the 
day we jumped into 2nd Peter and drilled  into 1:3 
which says “His divine power has given us everything 
we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him 
who called us…” That is a message that needs to be 
taught in their part of the world, but no more than we 
need to teach that in our part of the world. We fin-
ished the week with a pizza outing on Saturday. The 
students had never eaten pizza before (can you be-
lieve it??). A Lisu home church joined us at the study 
center on Sunday where we worshipped and com-
muned together and I again gave a short message. 

Thank you to all of you who provided financial sup-
port for this mission. Over $1700 was given to cover 
Joe’s airfare, hotel expense, books, etc. with at least 
one contribution to be received. The total expense 
was $2690. If you would like to participate, mail con-
tributions to River Run Christian Church,141 River Run 
Point Dr, Chuluota FL 32766 (mark “for Thailand Mis-
sion”). Details available on request. Contact us at 
joe.snyder@yahoo.com Thank you for your part in 
strengthening the church in SE Asia. 


